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Introduction 
 

   A common definition of separatism is that it is the advocacy of a state of 

cultural, ethnic, tribal, religious, racial, governmental or gender separation from the 

larger group. While it often refers to full political secession, separatist groups may 

seek nothing more than greater autonomy.  Separatist movements are usually 

motivated by emotional resentment and hatred of rival communities, protection from 

genocide & ethnic cleansing, resistance by victims of oppression, including 

denigration of their language, culture or religion, influence and propaganda by those 

inside and outside the region who hope to gain politically from intergroup conflict and 

hatred. Secession movements have especially been popular in European nations due to 

the excessive separation between diverse ethnic groups and the influence of political 

leaders. 
 

Definition of Key Terms 
 

Separatism: This term refers to the belief held by the people who usually share the 

same race religion or another group within a country, and that they should be 

independent of the rest of the country. 
 

Partition: to divide a place (e.g. a country or state) into two or more territorial units 

under differing political statuses 

  
Secessionist: A person who believes that their group should be separated from the 

country or another large group. 
 

Ethnic groups: A group of people of a particular race or nationality living in a 

country or an area where most people are from a different race or religion. 
 

Catalan Independence Movement: This movement is a social and separatist 

movement historically derived from Catalan nationalism which seeks the 

independence of Catalonia from Spain. 
 

Autonomy: It can be referred to as the right of an organization, country, or the region 

to be independent and govern itself. 
 

Self-determination: The determination by the people of a territorial unit of their own 

future political status 

 

De facto: An illegitimate form of government recognized for all practical purposes 

and state affairs, but not recognized by other states 

 

De jure: A legitimate government recognized by other states 

 

 

 



General Overview 
 

 Separatist movements, also called pro-independence movements, have always 

occurred throughout history as a result of political turmoil and the division of 

ethnicities in empires, or nowadays multicultural countries. With the Catalonia crisis, 

a lot of other secession movements have gained support and attention, resulting in 

clashes between the government and the people. If not peacefully controlled by the 

UN and other NGOs, they could result in major uproars in society. 
 

The most recent separatist movements are listed below in alphabetical order by 

country: 

 

ALBANIA: Northern Epirus 

 

BELGIUM: The German-speaking community (Flanders) 

 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: Croatian community of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Republika Srpska 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC: Moravia 

 

DENMARK: Bornholm Faroe Islands 

 

FRANCE: French Basque Country, Northern Catalonia/Roussillon 

 

ITALY: Lombardi, Sardinia 

 

SPAIN: Andalusia, Aragon, Asturias, Balearic Islands, Canary Islands, Catalonia 
 

 
A map of all current possible separatist movements in Europe 

 

 

 



The Catalan Secession Movement 
 

 The Kingdom of Spain is a country formed in the 15-16th century by the unity 

of multiple kingdoms, resulting in major uproars reaching our current day. The most 

notable examples are Catalonia and Basque Country. 
 

 First being a territory of the Crown of Aragon, the Principality of Catalonia 

was brought into the Kingdom of Spain by the unity of Aragon and the Crown of 

Castile. Before the unification, the territories of Aragon all had their own governing 

power, consequently having their own laws and customs. The first secession 

happened in 1640, after Catalan peasants started the Reapers’ War, following their 

rebellion. The Catalan government seceded, eventually calling on France for 

protection and named Louis XIII the count of Barcelona. In 1652, after more than a 

decade of war, the Spanish recovered Catalonia and Barcelona, albeit the Catalans 

held onto their fueros. 
 

 The actual beginning of the current secession attempt of Catalonia can be 

traced back to the 19th century, where the Renaixença (cultural renaissance) 

strengthened the ties of the Catalans to their culture, a desire for self-determination, 

and true Catalan nationalism. From the 1850s until the 1910s, more and more parties 

started to demand complete autonomy and self-determination. 
 

 The first pro-independence political party in Catalonia was Estat Català, 

formed in 1922 by Francesc Macià, who went into exile in France during the reign of 

dictator Primo de Rivera. Following the revolt of Rivera, Macià joined the Partit 

Republicà Català (Catalan Republican Party). He, later on, formed Esquerra 

Republicana de Catalunya, which would lead to an immense victory for the ERC, 

when Catalonia was granted autonomy in 1932 until the Spanish Civil War when 

General Franco abolished it in 1938. 
 

 Following his death in 1975, Spain attempted to restore democracy by 

installing a new constitution in 1978, asserting the “indivisible unity of the Spanish 

Nation”, but also recognized “the right to autonomy of the nationalities and regions 

which form it”, although pro-independence parties objected to it on the grounds of it 

being contradictory with Catalan self-determination. Nevertheless, the constitution 

was approved in a referendum by %88 of voters, with the Statute of Autonomy of 

Catalonia of 1979 being approved additionally. 
 

 The ConvergènciaI Unió (CiU), which had been governing Catalonia since 

1980, lost its power to a left-wing party coalition, and eventually after the 

abolishment of the coalition it was brought back to power under the leadership of José 

Montilla. 
 

 In 2017, a referendum was held, which was first deemed illegal by the Spanish 

government but later on took place following an enormous public uproar. It was 

concluded that the majority of voters supported the independence of Catalonia. 

Catalonia is still recognized as an autonomous community, and an own nationality 

within Spain, due to their Statute of Autonomy. 
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Major Parties Involved 

 

Catalonia: An autonomous region situated in north-eastern Spain. The region is 

known for having a strong nationalism. It has been granted acceptance with their 

Statute of Autonomy. 
 

Spain: Situated on the Iberian peninsula, Spain is one of the most powerful European 

countries. 
 

Scotland: Not having separated itself, Scotland (officially the Kingdom of Scotland) 

has been trying to secede from the United Kingdom. In Scotland, the Scottish 

National Party (SNP) campaigns for Scottish independence and direct Scottish 

membership of the European Union. It has representation at all levels of Scottish 

politics and forms the devolved Scottish Government. 
 

Ukraine: Following the Ukrainian Revolution in 2014  the governments of the 

Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol declared independence 

from Ukraine and asked to join the Russian Federation. 
 

Switzerland: In 1847, seven disaffected Catholic cantons formed a separate alliance 

because of moves to change the cantons of Switzerland from a confederation to a 

more centralized government federation. This effort was crushed in the Sonderbund 

War and a new Swiss Federal Constitution was created. 
 

Ireland: What is now the Republic of Ireland is the only territory that has withdrawn 

from the United Kingdom proper. Ireland declared independence in 1916 and, as the 

Irish Free State, gained independence in 1922. However, in Northern Ireland, Irish 

Republicans and Nationalists in general, have long called for the secession of 

Northern Ireland from the United Kingdom in order to join the Republic of Ireland. 
 

Timeline of Events 
 

1918 Austria-Hungary collapses following the end of WWI, leaving Bosnia-Herzegovina to 

become part of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 

1931 With Spain becoming a republic, a regional autonomous Catalan government is created. 

1944 The Slovak National Uprising occurs during WWII. 

1945 Bosnia becomes part of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

1989 The bloodless yet immaculate Velvet Revolution leads to the end of the rule of the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. 

 

1992 The Bosnian independence referendum was held, with a %99.7 voting for 

independence. 

1993 The sovereign Slovak Republic is formed, following the Dissolution of 

Czechoslovakia. 
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January 2013 Catalonia's regional parliament approves a "declaration of sovereignty". 

November 

2013 

A 670-page draft for a sovereign Scotland is published called “Scotland’s 

Future” 

2014 Scotland stays in the UK, with %55 voting not to secede. 

November 

2015 

The Catalonian governments accept a resolution supporting their 

independence. 

December 

2015 

The Spanish government revokes their decision to let Catalonia secede. 

 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

 While debating upon this issue, it is of utmost importance to take the secession 

of Kosovo as an example, since the methods used were proven to be successful, 

which are not resorting to threats of secession, bilateral talks and proper negotiations 

made with both sides’ interests kept in mind. Another important organ involved in 

this is the ICJ, which is the principal judicial organ of the UN, and advisory opinions 

from the ICJ and the Legal committee can help both sides. 
 

 Another important point is to determine why these movements escalate, and 

why they’re not recognized by the official government they’re seceding from. In order 

to regulate separatist movements, everything should be done gradually and the shares 

should be distributed proportionally yet fair.  
 

 Nevertheless, in order to regulate these movements and keep them as peaceful 

as possible, informing the citizens and getting advisory opinions from various sub-

bodies of the UN should be considered. 
 

 

 

Relevant UN Documents 
 

1945 Charter of the United Nations 

https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/ctc/uncharter.pdf 

 

1993 UN Vienna Declaration of Programme of Action 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/vienna.aspx 

 

Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 

Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 

http://www.un-documents.net/a25r2625.htm 
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