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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUE 

 Peace has become a necessity that the whole world needs and cannot have.For many years, 

the Middle East and Africa have become the world's battlefield. The only news from these places is 

about the attacks of terrorist organizations and the difficulties the people are facing.We have a 

similar situation in Mali.Terrorist organizations have been operating in the country for nearly 10 

years.As the Security Council, our first goal should be to end these conflicts in the Mali as soon as 

possible... 

 Mali was first called as Sudanese Republic.After getting their independence from France, 

Senegal and Sudanese Republic united and created the Mali Federation.After few months Senegal 

withdrew what formaly made up Sudanese Republic was renamed Mali.Dictatorship was brought 

to an end by the end of 1990.After 21 years in 2011 Malian returnees from Libya in 2011 

exacerbated tensions in northern Mali, and Tuareg ethnic militias rebelled in January 2012. Low- 

and mid-level soldiers, frustrated with the poor handling of the rebellion, overthrew the 

government on 22 March. Intensive mediation efforts led by the Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) returned power to a civilian administration in April with the 

appointment of another temporarly government.After the rebellion rebels expelled Malian forces 

from the whole country and allowed islamic militants to set up strongholds.After all of these 

actions Malians fled to northern Mali and to other countries causing regional food shortages. 

 In 2013  An international military intervention to retake the three northern regions began 

in January 2013 and within a month most of the north had been retaken.  

 Now in Mali there are still İslamic Militants and other forces raiding and dangering the 

people live in there. 

 

 

 

 



DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

  Peacekeeper: A person who tries to keep things peaceful, often by mediating conflicts or 

calming people down usually,commissioned by the United Nations to help people in developing 

countries. 

  Sharia (Law): Sharia law is Islam's legal system. It depends on Quran and Muhammed’s 

speeches. As a legal system, the Sharia law is exceptionally broad. While other legal codes regulate 

public behavior, Sharia regulates public behavior, private behavior, and even private beliefs.  

  Jhadist: The definition in arabic is ‘effort’ or ‘struggle’. We can define it as, a person who tries 

to build a ‘Muslim’ society or the person who organizes hazardous movement for not only 

unbelievers but also Muslims. 

  AQIM: Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb is a Salafi jihadist militant group which threats North 

and West Africa harshly. 

  MINUSMA: The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 

(MINUSMA) was established by Security Council resolution 2100of 25 April 2013 to ensure 

security, stabilization and protection of civilians; support national political dialogue and 

reconciliate; and assist the reestablishment of State authority, the rebuilding of the security sector, 

and the promotion and protection of human rights in Mali. 

 

KEY ACTORS AND THEIR POSITIONS 

1.France:France has one of the biggest effect on Africa due to their colony history.As we 

mentioned in our description France also helped Mali by starting an operation and invadin half of 

Mali for the Malian Government. 

2.ECOWAS:ECOWAS played one of the biggest role in the situation in Mali by controlling 

ongoing economic and financial issues. 

3.UN(United Nations):UN played the biggest role at Mali with their mission called 

MINUSMA(United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali)which 

helped Malian Government both about security and economical crisis.  

 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE ISSUE 

  During 19th century France increased it’s power on Mali .In 1898 after France compled it’s 

conquest on Mali, they started to call French Sudan. In 1960 Mali finally declared it’s 

independence with Modibo Keita as president.  



  According to some resources the first(?) clash in the area happened in 2003 between rival 

Muslim groups. In those clashes, 10 people died.  

 During 19th century France increased it’s power on Mali .In 1898 after France compled it’s 

conquest on Mali, they started to call French Sudan. In 1960 Mali finally declared it’s 

independence with Modibo Keita as president. According to some resources the first(?) clash in the 

area happened in 2003 between rival Muslim groups. In those clashes, 10 people died. Later, the 

rebels became a significant issue for Mali . In addition, these years people have suffered from 

drought and other agricultural issues. 

 As stated in key issues, in 2012 big armies overthrowed the government, Malian people is 

still suffering from this event. We can still see the impacts of this issue in Malian people. Also in 

2012, because of some Islamist militans sanctions in Northern Mali:  

   Child soldiers are recruited; several amputations and public whippings are carried out; women 

are   forced to wear full, face-covering veils; music is banned from the radio; and cigarettes are 

snatched from the mouths of pedestrians. 

 Briefly, In Mali the terrorism became an important issue because of several reasons. Some 

important specialist mentions that ethicity and smuggling are the major reasons of terrorism in 

Mali. 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

2012 

March 22    Before the elections in the country, soldiers of junior armies in Bamako, overthrow 

the goverment of President Amadou Toumani Touré . 

June  Islamist militans impose a severe application of Sharia law in northern Mali under groups 

like Ansar Dine, Mujao and Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. 

December 20 The United Nations Security Council passes a resloution which will send a big 

armies of Africa into Mali. 

2013 

April The UN Security Council established MINUSMA, an organization that have important 

impacts on Mali. 

August 12 Under the pressure of Western Powers, especially France, Mali holds a presidential 

election. Between 27 candidates Ibrahim Boubacar Keita wins this election. 

August France formally hands over responsibility for security in the north to the Minusma UN 

force. 

2014 

October The deadliest attack in Mali’s history happened, nine UN peacekeepers killed in North. 



2016  

August  More than 100 peacekeepers have died since the UN mission's deployment in Mali in 

2013. 

2017 

At least 23 UN peacekeepers with the Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 

(MINUSMA) were killed and 103 wounded in attacks by Islamist armed groups in 2017, bringing 

the total to 92 killed since MINUSMA’s creation in 2013. 

February The United States embaccy in Bamako,the capital, declared a warning to its citizens 

about the threat of terrorist attacks especially for big events. Therefore, The Festival au Désert in 

Timbuktu was cancelled because of the security concerns. 

2018 

March The UN Human Rights Council decided to make an organization which they can hold a 

discussion  with the independent expert and government representatives to focus on justice. 

January Fourteen soldiers are killed in a questionable terrorist attack on a military base at Soumpi. 

In addition, 26 civilians die after their vehicle hits a landmine. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION MUST ANSWER: 

A resolution should answer these kind of questions: 

1. How can we end the fight between the people of Mali ? 

2.What solution ways do we have to stop terrorism at Mali? 

3.How MINUSMA enhance it’s projects? 

4. What should UN countries especially developed ones do to solve the issue? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



USEFUL LINKS 

(Islamısts’ role on Mali) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/28/world/africa/islamists-harsh-justice-on- 

rise-in-northern-mali.html 

(more information about the issue and MINUSMA) 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MINUSMA 

(UN reports on the situation in MALI) 

https://minusma.unmissions.org/en/documents 

https://minusma.unmissions.org/en 

(general Mali profile) 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13881370 
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