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Introduction 
 

 Healthy and emotional improvement of children and teenagers should be promoted by 

a peaceful,secure environment and opportunities for learning. Yet there are many children 

living in refugee camps and settlements, or internally displaced, whose security has been 

shattered, often violently, and who have been separated from friends and family members. 

Education provides a way for reconstructing refugee children’s lives, by social interaction and 

increasing knowledge and learning beneficial skills for their lives.  

 

 Refugees and internally displaced persons have a right to education, however not all 

education offered is appropriate for them. This justifies a thematic focus on these gatherings 

of devoid persons. The numbers of refugees and IDPs are expanding dramatically and rapidly. 

The boundaries between various groups of disjoined people are more unclear than ever: 

refugees under worldwide law, displaced persons, migrants under hardship, shelter searchers, 

and so on. The fundamental aspect should always be in the center: the humanitarian mission 

to act as quick and as effectively as possible in order to alleviate the fate of people who have 

unfortunately lost their homes, their country, and most often much more than that. 

 
Definition of Key Terms 

 

IDP(Internally Displaced Person) 

 An internally displaced person (IDP) is someone who is forced to flee his or her home 

but who remains within his or her country's borders.  They are often referred to as refugees, 

although they do not fall within the legal definitions of a refugee. 

 It is very difficult to get accurate figures for internally displaced persons because 

populations aren't constant. IDPs may be returning home while others are fleeing, ben others 

may periodically return to IDP camps to take advantage of humanitarian aid. While the case 

of IDPs in large camps such as those in Darfur, western Sudan, are relatively well-reported, it 

is very difficult to assess those IDPs who flee to larger towns and cities. It is necessary in 

many instances to supplement official figures with additional information obtained from 

operational humanitarian organizations on the ground. Thus, the 24.5 million figure must be 

treated as an estimate. 

Refugee 

 A refugee, generally speaking, is a displaced person who has been forced to cross 

national boundaries and who cannot return home safely . Such a person may be called an 

asylum seeker until granted refugee status by the contracting state or the UNHCR if they  

formally make a claim for asylum.  
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Asylum Seeker 

 An asylum seeker (also rarely called an asylee) is a person who flees his or her home 

country, enters another country and applies for asylum, i.e. the right to international 

protection, in this other country. An asylum seeker may be a refugee, a displaced person, but 

not a migrant, such as an economic migrant. A person becomes an asylum seeker by making a 

formal application for the right to remain in another country and keeps that status until the 

application has been concluded. 

General Overview 

 As the numbers of refugees and asylum seekers increase worldwide, school 

environment for promoting successful outcomes and inclusion for refugees becomes more and 

more important. However, schools may not be equipped to recognize and respond to the many 

challenges faced by children who have no other choice to learn a whole new language while 

trying to adapt to new and unfamiliar educational and social systems. Sadly, there aren’t many 

effective interventions in schools that promote inclusive learning environment. 

 Adapting to another school condition is a major commitment for refugee children who 

arrive in a new country or refugee camp. Education is critical for the sufficient psychosocial 

adjustment and cognitive growth of refugee children.Due to these circumstances, it is 

important that educators think about the requirements , obstacles, and effective instructive 

pathways for children refugees. 

 The Council of Europe is one among the intergovernmental associations which 

appreciate the most astounding regard in good and helpful terms. Therefore, the issue of 

refugees and IDPs has been on its plan and will stay there. Within the mandate of the Council, 

two locals have been experiencing gigantic populace moves, ethnic cleansing, violent 

separation of people and specific groups: the Balkans (the author deliberately uses this term 

for a specific part of South East Europe, which does not contain any colloquial pejorative), 

and the Caucasus Region. While special attention is given to these regions in this report, the 

general part of the issue remains universal and is thus treated as a center component in a 

concept of the building of civil societies and democracies. 

 

 Education is among the few fundamental elements which is a common civil society 

need, together with the rule of law, social assurance ,fundamental safe house and 

nourishment, and a minimum of security and safety. Education always implies processes and 

cannot be delivered as any commodity. This makes it difficult to provide a sound planning 

and provision of education to those who are affected by violent environments and traumatic 

individual and collective situations, such as refugees and IDPs.  

 

 The main approach centers upon the fact that no education policy can be developed 

only by itself. Education is always embedded in a tight network of social, political and 

cultural structures, which are – under the circumstances of emergency – very hard to organize. 

Instead of pushing education backstage, it should always be included in the main actions of 

the vanguard, in this case when the exploration of a strategy for refugees and IDPs is being 

conducted. 

 

 The report, "Left Behind: Refugee Education in Crisis," compares UNHCR sources 

and statistics on refugee education with data on school enrollment around the world provided 

by UNESCO.The report notes that, globally, 91 percent of children attend primary school. For 

refugees, it is at 61 percent. Especially, in low-income countries, less than 50 percent of 
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refugees are able to attend primary school. As refugee children get older, school enrollment 

rates drop: only 23 percent of refugee teenagers are enrolled in secondary school, versus the 

global figure of 84 percent. In low-income countries, only nine percent of refugees are able to 

go to secondary school.Globally, enrollment in tertiary education stands at 36 percent. For 

refugees, the percentage remains at one percent. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
 

Germany 

 

 Germany accepted 1,051,000 permanent immigrants in 2016, according to the OECD, 

a 53 percent increase from 2015 and a number that continued to roil German domestic 

politics. Most immigrants are from Romania, Syria, Poland and Bulgaria. In 2016 roughly 23 

percent of the population had an immigrant background, which means either they or one of 

their parents was born without German citizenship. 

 

 By contrast, the number of first-time asylum applications fell drastically in 2017 from 

the previous year – from 722,000 to just under 200,000. Applicants were primarily from 

Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Eritrea and Iran. 

 

 Many migrants currently traveling to and through Europe hope to reach Germany 

because of its wealth, job and educational opportunities. Germany has tried to make it easier 

for asylum-seekers to enter the workforce as its native population ages and also provide a 

good education for refugees, with the lowest unemployment rate since reunification in 1990. 

  

Norway 

  

 In 2016, Norway contributed with USD 118 million to UNHCR globally, thereby 

becoming UNHCR’s largest donor in relation to the population size of the country and the 

seventh largest donor overall. In 2016, Norway was also UNHCR´s largest donor of 

unearmarked core support per capita, granting UNHCR flexibility and means to allocate 

resources wherever urgent or unforeseen needs erupted. 

 

 Norway has a large donor focus on the devastating Syria crisis, including generous   

funding for resettlement initiatives and for providing quality and protective education  

to refugee children.  Norway has been contributing to UNHCR’s Education Strategy 2012-

2016 in 11 countries, among them being Lebanon, where the need is extremely high. In 2016, 

Norway contributed with USD 1,2 million to UNHCR’s Education Strategy in Uganda and 

Iran. By supporting education in emergency situations, Norway contributes to addressing both 

immediate humanitarian needs and long term development goals. 

  

  

United States of America 

 

 In 2016, with USA for UNHCR donor support, UNHCR helped 984,000 refugee 

children enroll in primary school through its partnership with the Educate a Child program, 

including more than 250,000 children who were previously not going to school. Another 

42,000 refugees participated in many learning programs. 
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 UNHCR also helps refugees go to college. More than 4,000 refugee students received 

an Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative scholarship (DAFI)  to study at 

universities in 38 different countries. An additional 1,500 refugee students enrolled in 

“connected learning” programs that combine face-to-face learning witith online classes. The 

American Refugee Committee in partnership with the government of Jordan and the refugees 

themselves have set up "out of school" lessons, which are taught by qualified Syrian and 

Jordanian teachers. They have managed to reach about 6,000 students and offer 10th and 11th 

grade certifications, as well as high school diplomas. 

United Kingdom 

 Refugee and asylum seeking children are entitled and indeed required to access 

formal, mainstream education in the UK, and yet there are significant gaps and lacks in 

knowledge around the speed with which they are able to do so, and their experience of school 

once they are enrolled. This research aims to quantify the scale of the problem facing 

children, and to build a qualitative and quantitative evidence base to uncover existing barriers, 

both to accessing education and to remaining and thriving there once enrolled. 

 There have been significant changes in the policy environment across all three 

countries in recent years, with the introduction of the National Transfer Scheme (NTS) for 

unaccompanied asylum seeking children (UASC); the Syrian Vulnerable Persons 

Resettlement Scheme (VPRS); renewed financial pressures on Local Authorities in relation to 

children’s social care services (Local Government Association, 2017); and the issuing of new 

government strategies and statutory guidance. Policy changes have taken place amidst the 

broader context of the refugee crisis and an increase in the number of unaccompanied children 

seeking asylum in the UK. The year April 2016 to March 2017 saw a 6% increase (on the 

previous year) in the number of looked after UASC in England, with 4,560 looked after by 

Local Authorities in March 2017.  

UNHRC 

 The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a United Nations body which 

aims to promote and protect human rights globally. The UNHRC investigates allegations of 

breaches of human rights in UN member states, and addresses crucial thematic human rights 

problems such as freedom of association and assembly,freedom of expression, freedom of 

belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT rights and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities. 
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Timeline of Events 
 

1988: The first UNHCR guidelines for refugee education were published, Organising Primary 

Education for Refugee Children in Emergency Situations: Guidelines for Field Managers 

 

1989: Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) affirmed the right to education for all 

children, including refugees, and ushered in an era of rights-based policy and programming in 

refugee education 

 

1990: World Declaration on Education for All (EFA) identified conflict as a central barrier to 

meeting education needs, especially for displaced populations including refugees 

 

1992: The second UNHCR guidelines for refugee education were published, Guidelines for 

Educational Assistance to Refugees 

 

1994: Agreement signed with the NorwegianRefugee Council (NRC) to provide short-term 

education officers on secondment to UNHCR 

 

2001: Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) was formed and took on a 

central role in inter- agency advocacy and information- sharing in emergency education 

 

2007: UNHCR Education Unit issuedthe first triennial UNHCR Education Strategy, focused 

on issues of access, quality, and protection 

 

2011: Education was one of the Global Strategic Priorities (2010-2011) for UNHCR 

 

2012: Education was one of the Global Strategic Priorities (2010-2011) for UNHCR 

 

UN Involvement, Relevant UN Documents, Treaties and Events 

1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees  

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 

The International Network for Emergency Education, Minimum Standards for Education: 

Preparedness, Response, Recovery (2009) 

UN Human Rights Council, resolution 64/290, 2010. 

UN Human Rights Council, Draft resolution on the right to education for refugees, migrants 

and asylum seekers, 2011. 

A/73/340-Assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa 

A/RES/66/165-Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons 



A/RES/42/138-Assistance to student refugees in southern Africa 

International Rescue Committee 

 Poor access to education can undermine people’s potential to improve the quality of 

their lives. The International Rescue Committee provides children, youth and adults with 

educational opportunities that help keep them away from harm and learning the skills they 

need to survive. 

Save The Children 

 Save the Children invests in childhood – every day, in times of crisis and for our 

future. In the United States and all around the world, their aim is to provide children a 

healthy, clean start, the opportunity to learn and protection from harm. 

UNHCR 

 UNHCR supports a range of education programmes, designed in close consultation 

with refugee adolescents and youth. These include:Accelerated Education (AE) programmes 

to promote access to certified education for children and adolescents who have missed out on 

substantial amounts of schooling, improved quality of education through digital technology, 

relevant technical and vocational training, basic literacy and life skills courses. 

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue  
 

 There have been many attempts to provide and sustain a welcoming school 

environment focused on educational, social and emotional needs of refugees and IDPs since 

education is really crucial matter. Many treaties and resolutions have been signed such as; 

A/RES/66/165-Protection of and assistance to internally displaced persons and UN 

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. Additionally, UNHCR(The UN Refugee 

Agency) is a really important organisation that has shown great efforts to resolve issues about 

refugees and to provide their needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Possible Solutions 
 

 To provide quality education to IDPs and refugees, decision makers and education 

providers need to contend with a very diverse set of challenges for groups that differ 

considerably in their circumstances and needs. Creating the accurate policy and 

implementation environments requires time, strong partnerships and cooperations between 

governments and humanitarian and development agencies. 

 

 With high numbers of children and young people having missed out on schooling, 

accelerated and flexible forms of education provide a viable way for many towards certified 

learning. Displaced children are really likely to need additional assistance beyond just a place 

in a classroom, including language support, remedial education and curriculum catch up, 

psychosocial support, and life skills to be able to thrive in a new, unfamiliar environment. It is 

really important to make refugee children accepted in a peaceful school environment. 
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