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Introduction 

 World War II (WWII) is one of the major wars that shaped the modern civilizations 

and the power distribution among the world. Principally, the war includes every battle that 

took place between 1939-1945. The major parts that played role are the Axis and the Allies. 

The Axis included Germany, Italy and Japan while the Allies were comprised mainly of the 

Soviet Union, US, UK and China.  

 

Key Terms 

Treaty of Versailles: Treaty of Versailles is one of the major treaties that ended WW1. It was 

signed between Germany and Allied Powers. It put Germany under major debt and 

restrictions. 

The Saar Protectorate: The protectorate of the French Fourth Republic which pertains to 

Bremen, Hamburg and Berlin.  

The Conference of Yalta: The conference in which the post-WW2 Europe was divided. 

 

General Overview 

 WW2, including its build-up and conclusion, was a long and intricate event. For this 

conference, we are going to be commencing from the year 1939, when the war started.  

 The major events leading to the war were usually regional. In Europe, it can be told 

that the Treaty of Versailles did not do a good job at maintaining peace for it put pressure on 

Germany and simply negated their sovereignty1. This lead to the rise of the Nazi Party and it 

coming to power. Italy, which fought on the side of the Allies, beleived that they are worthy 

of way more land than they received, which, for them, justified the aggression against 

Albania, Greece and Abyssinia1.  

  In Asia, Japan had interests in acquiring lands in order to deliver resources to 

expanding military and industry. This was a late attempt at imperialisation, though, for the 

occidental powers had already begun harvesting their colonies. The expansion to the South 

Pacific was what put Japan in opposition to UK and US1. 

 The results of the war has shaped the history and today in immeasurable immensity. 

One of the most prominent consquence was the start of the Cold War between USSR and 

USA, which was caused by the two rival countries’ becoming superpowers in the post-war. 

Furthermore, the war induced increased decolonisation of lands occupied by mainly 

occidental powers like Indonesia, Phillippines and India. The Allies, suffering a great war, 



decided to create the United Nations we know today for global collaboration and diplomacy. 

Another consequence was the ascense of communism in Southeast Asia lead by the 

Communist Party, victorious from the Chinese Civil War, in PRC.  

 The more direct consequences were the division of Germany by the victorious. 

Sudetenland was changed back into Czechoslovakia. Alsace-Lorraine region was given back 

to France. The rest was basically split among the Allies: the Saar which was unified with 

France economically, The Federal Republic of Germany which belonged to America, England 

and France and German Democratic Republic which belonged to USSR. Moreover, Germany 

was made to pay hefty amounts of reparations mostly in the form of forced labour and coal.  

 The Allies abolished previous annexations by Japan like of Manchuria and Korea 

gained independence. The Philippines and Guam were given back to US while Burma, 

Malaya, Indo-China and Singapore were remitted back to France and Britain. Following the 

bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, the victims were excommunicated and were not 

assisted until 19523. 

 UK suffered greatly as approximately a quarter of the economy went into the war.  

 USSR suffered great losses, too. Around 27 million people died - 8,7 million of which 

were in combat2.  

 Belgium, suffering only around 8 percent of its economy, had a successful restoration 

process with the help of strong policies4. 

 Denmark while having more or less the same impact on its economy as the other 

countries, had to deal with the border controversy of Schleswig, which had a mainly German 

population -the result was that the border would remain unchanged. 

 Yugoslavia was liberated from German domination in 1944-45. It possessed as much 

land as its predecessor with Istria and Dalmatia seized. The liberation followed an arduous 

movement towards industrialisation.  

 Near the end of the war, the advance of the Red Army into Polish land expulsed the 

Nazi forces occupying. With the demand of Joseph Stalin, the Conference of Yalta had 

accepted the sanction of a new provisional and pro-communist Polish government of 

coalition. The economic state was harsh like the other countries, though urbanization and 

industrialisation followed. 

 Norway was liberated from Germans after the war and the associators were executed. 

A coalition government was formed. They were successful in rebuilding and restoring the 

country, the commercial fleet reached pre-war state in estimately four years4. 

 Greece, some months before the end of German occupation, had the inception of a 

civil war. The communist EAM-ELAS(Ethnikón Apeleftherotikón Métopon–Ethnikós Laïkós 

Apeleftherotikós Strátos)armies established an interim government up on the Greek 

mountains. British later put the EAM-ELAS and the EDES(Ellínikos Dímokratikos Ethnikós 

Strátos) under patronage and established a coalition government. This government was not 

sustained as the communist side refused to demobilise their guerilla forces and a civil war 

broke out which was put under control with difficulties by the British. The communist 

accepted defeat and demobilised their forces. An election was made at March 1946 which the 



communist side was abnegated from voting and a royalist majority reoccured. With a 

plebiscite held at September 1946, the throne was reestablished. 

 

Timeline of Events5 

Please note that the proceding timeline of events are majorly simplified.  

1. 1938 - German Anschluss with Austria 

2. 30 Sept 1938 - Treaty of Munich 

3. March 1939 - Invasion of Czechoslovakia 

4. March/April 1939 –Britain rearms Poland 

5. Aug 1939 - Russia and Germany sign pact 

6. 1 Sept 1939 – Invasion of Poland 

7. 3 Sept 1939 - Britain and France declare war on Germany 

8. April/May 1940 – Invasion of Denmark and Norway 

9. 10 May 1940 – Blitzkreig on Holland and Belgium 

10. 13 May 1940 - Chamberlain resigns 

11. 26 May 1940 – Dunkirk 

12. 11 June 1940 – Italy enters war 

13. 22 June 1940 - France signs armistice with Germany 

14. 10 July – 31 October 1940 – Battle of Britain 

15. 22 Sept 1940 - Tripartite Pact 

16. December 1940 – British victory against Italy in North Africa 

17. Early 1941 - Italy and Germany invade Yugoslavia 

18. 22 June 1941 – German attack on Russia/Operation Barbarossa 

19. 7 Dec 1941 – Pearl Harbour 

20. 8 Dec 1941 – American and British declaration of war against Japan 

21. Feb 1942 – Japan captures Singapore 

22. June 1942 – Battle of Midway 

23. 23 Oct 1942 - Battle of El Alamein 

24. Nov 1942 - Battle of Stalingrad 

25. Nov 1942 – Allied advance into North Africa 

26. May 12 1943 – Axis abdication of North africa 

27. July 1943 – British-US forces enter Sicily 

28. Aug 1943 – Sicily is captured by the Allies 

29. 3 Sept 1943 – Italy surrenders with Mussolini eliminated 

30. Jan 1944 – Leningrad releived 

31. June 1944 – Liberation of Rome 

32. 6 June 1944 – Normandy landings (D-Day) 

33. July 1944 - Japanese expelled from Burma 

34. 25 Aug 1944 – Liberation of Paris 

35. Dec 1944 - Battle of the Bulge 

36. March 1945 - Allies cross the Rhine 

37. April 1945 – Demise of Roosevelt 

38. April 1945 - Russians reach Berlin 

39. 28 April 1945 - Mussolini executed 



40. 30 April 1945 - Hitler commits suicide 

41. 2-4 May 1945 – The surrender of German forces 

42. 7 May 1945 - Donitz offers unconditional surrender 

43. 8 May 1945 – Europe celebrates victory 

44. 5 July 1945 - Churchill loses election 

45. 6 Aug 1945 - Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 

46. 8 Aug 1945 - Russia declares war on Japan 

47. 9 Aug 1945 - Atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki 

48. 14 Aug 1945 – Japan surrenders 

49. 2 Sept 1945 – US General MacArthur accepts Japan’s surrender 

 

Commanders-Key people 

ALLIES 

Joseph Stalin (USSR) (1879 (Gori) – 5 March 1953 (Moscow)) 

 He was the secretary general of the Communist party of Soviet Union through 1922 to 

1953 and the head of Soviet State through 1941 to 1953. He made a deal with Hitler after 

trying to make anti-Hitler occidental alliance. This aided Hitler to invade Poland. While trying 

to reinforce his occidental borders against Hitler, he took over east Poland, Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania and parts of Romania4. Though these annexations were proved ineffective as 

Hitler’s blitzkreig pushed through Soviet area in June 1941. When Hitler terrorised Moscow 

in 1941 he helped prepare a counterattack. Under his guidance, the Battle of Stalingrad was 

won by the Soviets which ultimately lead to the concession of Germans.  

Franklin D. Roosevelt (US) (30 Jan. 1882 (Hyde Park) – 12 Apr. 1945 (Georgia)) 

 Roosevelt was the 32nd president of the USA and the only president elected to the 

office four times. 

 In 1942, Roosevelt made a speech adressing that the United States would serve as an 

“arsenal of democracy” for the Allies by delivering them American-made weapons and 

equipment through the Lend-Lease program. True to his word, the United States did become 

the arsenal of democracy, supplying equipment to the British, Soviets, and other Allied Forces 

during the war. 

 After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour US neutrality in WW2 ended. The 

following day Roosevelt proclaimed the date of that attack as a “date which will live in 

infamy.” 

Winston Churchill (UK) (30 Nov. 1874 (Oxfordshire) – 24 Jan. 1965 (London)) 

 He was prime minister through 1940 to 1945 and for a second term from 1951 to 

1955. He helped bring the country from the verge of collape to victory. The day Britain 

declared war on Germany, Chemberlain assigned him to the position of admiralty. He 

arduously tried to animate the Anglo-French alliance but failed amid the invasion of Poland -

the “Phoney War”. After the invasion of Belgium and Holland, Chamberlain resigned, leaving 

the duty to unify and lead the whole country to him.  

 



AXIS 

Adolf Hitler (Germany) (20 Apr. 1889 (Branau am Inn) – 30 Apr. 1945 (Berlin)) 

 The supreme leader to Germany through 1933 to 1945, the war strategy of Germany 

initially was planned by him. After invading Poland, he prepared an offensive to the West. 

This was hindered by the weather conditions. This hinderence changed the plan in two 

primary ways: the first was the prevention of British presence in Norway and Denmark by 

capturing it. The second was the ratification of the plans of Eric von Manstein, which 

proposed an attack through Ardennes. The plan was successful and Belgium and Holland, 

shortly after, surrendered. Without considering some incidents, his western campaign was 

successful. He anticipated a British armistice after he signed an armistice with France and 

Italians joining the war on his side but that did not happen, so he advanced with the plans of 

invading Britain. The dernier ressort of the British, who were the Soviets, were going to be 

invaded according to the plan. The plan was halted because the Italian force were unable to 

invade Greece so they needed support and there occured a coup d’etat in Yugoslavia. His 

offensive to USSR acceded on 22nd of June, 1941. The offensive was mostly successful at 

acquiring prisoners but it did not eliminate the Russian enemy. Towards the end of the 

offensive, he started to dispute the main objective of the offensive with his generals. The 

counteroffensive close to Moscow had destroyed the notion of a single campaign in Hitler’s 

head. The attack of Pearl Harbour obliged him to go to war with US for he made an alliance 

with Japan. At that point the plan changed to forcing one of the Ally coalition to make peace. 

Close to those times, the policy of expelsion Jews quickly turned into annihilation. The defeat 

at El-Alamein and Stalingrad drove him to the point of madness. He depended on his 

physician for his drugs and to be able to command.  

Benito Mussolini (Italy) (29 Jul. 1883 (Predappio) – 28 Apr. 1945 (Dongo)) 

 Italian prime miniseter from 1922 to 1943. Though he was aware of the fact that he 

must not blindly follow Germans but he beleived that they could be a fast and easy way for 

victory. He, at first recognised that Italy must not go to war but the quantity of battles Hitler 

won forced him to do so. The war was bad for Italy from the start as they did not have any 

major effect and he felt he was only there to be consulted to, not obeyed. Plus, the Germans 

did not share any information before any attacks they made. To pay back, Mussolini finally 

decided to attack Greece through Albania, which he failed at miserably, to which Germans 

had to aid afterwards. Hitler, again, had to help to his ally in North Africa as Mussolini 

surrendered. The Italian collapse was imminent, so Germans had to take safeguards. After the 

invasion of Sicily, Italy was bound to collapse. On July 24th, Grand Council had thrown him 

out of office. 

Hirohito (Japan) (29 Apr. 1901 (Tokyo) – 7 Jan 1989 (Tokyo)) 

 Emperor of Japan through 1926 to 1989. Under his guidance, Japan entered the war. 

Though he had first hesitated, observing the achievements of Wehrmacht, he decided to join 

on the Axis side. His intentions were to expand the conquest to China, stopping the increase 

of the British soldiers in the region and aid from Europe in the deed of acquiring resources for 

the empire.6 With the nation devoted to the ongoing war, Japan simultaneously bombed Hong 

Kong Garrison, Pearl Harbour and the Philippenes while invading Malaya. For the next 6 

months all major conflicts resulted in victory. The following years were decreasingly helpful. 



 In 1945 Japan tried to use USSR as a negotiator for the surrender they were about to 

declare, though this proved unhelpful. The Ally request of unconditional surrender was 

refused by the emperor. Though this decision “changed after the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

bombings and the Soviet declaration of war”.6 

 

THE INVADED 

King Leopold III of Belgium (3 Nov. 1901 (Brussels) – 25 Sept. 1983(Brussels)) 

 On 10 May 1940 -6 years after him aquiescing the throne and a year after the neutral 

policy Belgium announced- the German invaded Belgium. On 28 May they surrendered. On 

June 7th 1944 the royal family was deported firstly to Germany then to Australia. Belgium 

was liberated on 7 May 1945 by American troops. Due to opposition from part of the 

population the king did not return to his country. Prince Charles, Count of Flanders, and the 

King's brother, continued to rule due to Leopold III's "impossibility of ruling". In 1950 the 

goverment ran a referandum on whether or not the King should come back. The response of 

the electorate was 57.68 % in favour, with tremendous regional gaps.7 

Albert François Lebrun (3rd French Republic) (29 Aug. 1871 (Mercy-le-Haut) – 6 

March 1950 (Paris)) 

 Last president of 3rd French Republic. When France was invaded by Germans, he 

adhered to the cabinet’s verdict of June 1940, which caused the French to sign an armistice.4 

King Christian X of Denmark (Denmark) (26 Sept. 1879 (Charlottenlund) – 20 Apr.1947 

(Copenhagen) 

 King of Denmark. He induced the Easter Crisis, in which he demanded the annexation 

of Schleswig, which was German territory at the time. He commanded Prime Minister Carl 

Theodor Zahle to carry out the annexation but he adhered to Danish legislation and refused to 

do so. He was displaced of his position by the king as a result. People’s backlash against this 

issue was considerable so the king had a decrease in power. When German troops invaded 

Denmark, he did not flee. He did warn his people to comply to the German authorities. 

King George VI (14 Dec. 1985 (Sandringham) – 6 Feb. 1952 (Sandringham)) 

 Head of Commonwealth. Anteceding the war, he paid a visit to Canada and US to 

ensure he would get enough support when the war starts. When the war incepted in 1939, 

instead of fleeing, he decided to remain in London. He helped the British morally, visiting 

bomb sites and factories.1 Through the end of the war, he was ill and Elizabeth II increasingly 

played role in royal duties.1 

Charles de Gaulle 

 The former of free French movement against the Germans. He claimed sovereignty 

over Vichy-France, which was de facto France after the German invasion and French 

surrender. Proceding the successful Allied campaign to North Africa, he decided to move his 

government to Algiers. His allies did mention that he was irritated from being a subordinate 

and beleived heavily in French pride.1 

 

http://www.wikizeroo.net/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly90ci53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3cvaW5kZXgucGhwP3RpdGxlPU1lcmN5LWxlLUhhdXQmYWN0aW9uPWVkaXQmcmVkbGluaz0x


King George II of Greece (20 July 1890 (Athens) – 1 Apr. 1947(Athens)) 

 The king of Greece. In 1935, he was returned from exile as a consequence of a 

military coup. When Germans invaded Greece in 1941, he fled to Crete then Egypt then 

Britain, though he was still recognised as the king of Greece by the Allies.  

Ignacy Mościcki (2nd Polish Republic) (1 Dec. 1867 (Mierzanow) – 2 Oct. 1946 

(Versoix)) 

 After the coup d’etat lead by Pilsudki, he was elected president. He fled Poland after 

the invasion by the Germans. He did not return and lived his life in Switzerland after staying 

imprisoned in Romania for a short while.  

King Haakon VII (Norway)( 3 Aug 1872 (Charlottenlund) – 21 Sept 1957 (Oslo)) 

 The king of Norway. After the invasion of Norway by the Germans, Norway fell into 

German control, though with dealing damage to the armada. This ensured that Germans could 

not reach the king and the members of the government, though he was eventually displaced to 

London. While staying in London, he was able to manage a unified Norwegian battlefront 

against Germans. He refused the constitution of a puppet-government in Norway by the 

Germans. In his enthusiasm, the Norwegian managed to restrain German divisions. Lastly, 

they were able to disrupt a heavy water plant which in turn disrupted the German atomic 

bomb research. 

King Peter II (Yugoslavia)(6 Sept. 1923 (Belgrade) – 3 Nov. 1970 (Los Angeles)) 

 The king of Yugoslavia. After the coup against his uncle, Prince Paul, in 27 March 

1941, Peter only reigned for a few weeks before the German and Italian troops arrived. He 

fled to London, where he prevailed an emigrant government. 
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