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Introduction 
 

   Many countries and companies around the world are testing their products on animals. Even 

though they have a developed technology, they are still using animals for their benefits. 

Instead of measuring whether the product will react or not on animals, they can drop chemical 

to cornea-like 3D tissue structure that is made from human cells.  

 

    India, Israel and Norway are the countries that have banned animal testing in their borders. 

Also, there is a legislation which is part of EU Regulation 1223/2009, about cosmetic testing 

on animals. That means it is illegal to sell or market a cosmetic product if it is tested on 

animals. 

 

   On the other hand, there is another reason that the companies are still insisting to use testing 

on animals for their products; that reason is breeding the animals is cheaper than using 

technology. Unless they are forced by the government they won’t change their policies. In 

order to prevent animal cruelty, people should do research about animal testing and the 

projects about animal testing should be expanded. 

 

Definition Of Key Terms 
 

Animal Experiments: Doing scientific tests on animals when developing new products such 

as cosmetics, or drugs. 

 

Animal Cruelty: Animal cruelty is a form of violence towards animals that generally fall into 

two categories which are neglect and intentional cruelty. 

Neglect is an act of failure to provide that animals necessary needs such as water, shelter and 

food. On the other hand, intentional cruelty is a precisely different thing than an act of failure 

which includes torturing, confining or transporting an animal in a way that is inappropriate for 

its welfare or using them as a tester purpose of cosmetic testings which harms their body and 

at the end kills them. 

 

Cruelty-free Products:  A cruelty-free is a product that the ingredients that product includes 

weren’t tested on animals. 

 

Innovative Alternative Cosmetics Testing Methods: Using a variety of different methods 

for cosmetic products testings which will prevent animals from being used for an experiment. 

( Details stated in “Possible Solutions” section) 

 

 

General Overview 
 

 Cosmetics—which are defined as products that are intended to be applied to the 

human body for the purposes of cleansing or beautification—are, in most cases, not required 

to undergo animal testing. There are exceptions, such as hair dyes, certain cleaning products 

and anti-bacterial soaps. However, companies are still legally responsible for assuring the 

safety of their ingredients and products before that products enter markets.  



 

The use of animals for 

cosmetics testing was 

instituted in the 1940s 

concerning serious injuries 

suffered by people who were 

exposed to unsafe beauty 

products. Today, many 

companies have no need to 

test by reason of their 

formularies relying upon 

ingredients which are 

classified as “Generally 

Recognized As Safe. 

(GRoAS)”. However, some 

companies continue to do 

animal testing as a kind of 

legal protection against a 

lawsuit (whether that product harms a person) or to make sure it does not affect the human 

body. They also use animal tests as evidence that they used “due diligence” in conducting 

safety testing. This is why many animals still suffer from cosmetic testings which leads them 

to serious diseases or even kills them. 

 

 Today, however, a growing number of countries around the world have passed laws 

banning cosmetics testing on animals. Now, many companies are working to develop, 

validate and implement innovative alternative methods that are not only replacing animal 

testing for cosmetics but which are also being used in other industries. 

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved and Their Views 
 

 HSI ( Humane Society International) is an organisation which addresses the issues 

about animals such as illegal trade in wildlife and animal testing. The companies are using 

animals while they are trying their cosmetics such as makeup products. That’ s why  They 

started campaigns such as  “Be Cruelty-Free” campaign. The campaigns are still going on in 

present. They are fighting for preventing animals to get hurt. HSI has offices in U.S, Canada, 

Central America and Europe.  

  

 USA: In the present, there is no federal enactment about cosmetic testing on animals, 

however, the companies are able to apply for a certification of Leaping Bunny logo which is 

the proof of not testing the products on animals. Furthermore, in some states such as 

California, New Jersey and New York they have passed laws about available alternatives to 

animal tests be used for cosmetic testing. 

 

 EU: European Union is known as having a huge cosmetic sector. The sector is highly 

innovative and qualified. Products have to undergo an expert’s scientific assessment before 

they are sold and they should register to the database called CosIng ( Cosmetic Ingredients 

Database)which is a special database which enables access to data about cosmetic substances, 

legal requirements and restrictions. Cosmetic legislation at EU also requires registrations of 

products that are sold and ensures whether it has a ban or not in animal testing for cosmetics. 



 Japan: Japan didn’t require an enactment about cosmetic testing on animals. It leaves 

the decision to the individual company. But animal testing is mainly used in some situations 

such as when the product comprises of newly-developed colours, ultraviolet ray protective 

ingredients and preservatives. Briefly, when the amount of the ingredient should be increased 

they use cosmetic testing on animals. 

 

 India: India doesn’t allow animal testing in their country because of the principal of 

testing cosmetics on animals, buyers safety and economic advantages. India banned animal 

testing for cosmetics in 2013 and the next year in 2014 they banned the sale of animal-tested 

cosmetics thanks to People For Animals and their founder who is Maneka Gandhi. 

 

 Brazil: After a very successful campaign a bill which is about ending cosmetics testing 

on animal immediately was passed in 2014 with the help of Dr Frank Alarcon who is the 

representative of Cruelty-Free International. That bill was passed to require the use of other 

tests for ingredients.  

 

 China: China is only using animal testing for imports. Cruelty-Free International 

gather the China Work Force and that led cosmetic companies,  cosmetics industry to produce 

cruelty-free cosmetics in the country. Firstly in June 2014, Chine stopped requiring animal 

tests for most cosmetics if they are manufactured in the country. 

 

Previous Attempts To Solve The Issue 
 

1944- Skin irritancy and eye draize tests are created. These tests were the best-used methods 

to evaluate the safety of ingredients and the products. 

 

1980- Advocate Henry Spira started the first successful campaign to stop the company Revlon 

using the Draize test. 

 

1991- The European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods is established to 

authorize the development of alternative tests methods to replace animals. 

 

1996- The animal testing activists band together to form the Coalition for Consumer 

Information on Cosmetics. The coalition manages the Leaping Bunny Certificate Program in 

U.S and Canada. 

 

1998-The United Kingdom prohibited animal testing for cosmetic products and ingredients. 

That ban was the first prohibition in history. 

 

2000-California was the first state that passes the law to use alternatives by ICCVAM. 

 

2004- The European Union passes a law which stopped the production and sale of animal-

tested cosmetics. 

 

2004- The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development approved non-animal 

tests. 

 

2007- Israel banned the cosmetics testing on animals. 



 

2013 - Norway prohibited cosmetic animal testing. 

 

2014- Sao Paulo and Brazil banned animal testing. 

 

2014-India banned cosmetic animal testing. 

 

2015- New Zealand banned cosmetic animal testing for finished products. 

 

2016- Turkey banned animal testing and the sale of newly animal-tested cosmetic products 

and ingredients. 

 

2016- Taiwan banned cosmetic animal testing for finished products and ingredients. 

However, that decision will not take action until 2019. 

 

2016- Switzerland passed a ban about the sale of newly animal-tested cosmetics. 

 

2017- Guatemala became the first country that banned cosmetic animal testing in the 

Americas. 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

Now, some companies started to use innovative alternative cosmetics testing methods 

that are more humane, faster, less expensive and better able to predict how these products will 

affect people. Raising awareness about these alternative methods will definitely decrease the 

animal testing percentage around the world and help animals stop their lives being taken from 

them for cosmetic testing purposes. 

 

 Another solution to mention is using cruelty-free products. These products are the 

ones that animals are not being used for testings so using them instead of tested ones will 

cause companies to stop using animals for testings. 

 

 Moreover, encouraging countries to support organizations that fight against animal 

testings such as Cruelty Free International(CFI), PETA or European Coalition to End Animal 

Experiments(ECAEA) will help this problem to be known and to be supported. 

 

Since there are a lot of alternative ways to test cosmetics, rather than on animals, we 

as humans that are aware of the world problems should definitely take action against this 

extremely cruel and inhumane issue as soon as possible for animals to live and be healthy. 
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