
Forum: DISEC 

Issue: Measures For Combating Weaponization In The Middle East 

Committee Chair: Akın Avcıoğlu 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A common belief claims that increasing the amount of weapons is very 

necessary in order to defend the country. However, it is proven that the increase of 

military weapons could be considered as the main reason of wars.  

 

 The Middle East region has been a centre of wars for many years. And the 

amount of weapons in the Middle East countries is increasing rapidly. Combating 

weaponization and military rivalry is not a newly emerged conflict in the Middle East. 

 

  Nowadays, a new kind of rivalry is being formed. The increase of WMDsin 

Israel and the possible usage of it in the future concerns the government of Iran and 

other countries in the Middle East. For this reason, other governments in the Middle 

East are  trying to strengthen their military power and the increase the  amount of 

WMDs in their country as well as Israel.This conflict makes region citizens concern 

about a war that may arise in the future. Which is why the World must deal with the 

conflict and take precautious. 

 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 

Arms Trade Treaty: It is a treaty that regulates the  

international trade in conventional weapons. It was signed by approximately 130 

countries. 

 

Weapons of Mass Destruction(WMD): A weapon of mass destruction is capable of 

killing large amount of people. Nuclear weapons, biological weapons etc., can be 

named as Weapons of Mass Destruction.” 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Syria’s outlay on weapons has increased for the first time in 2011, when the 

civil war in Syria occured. The world has spent one trillion 680 billion dollars on 

weapons last year. Most of these payments are made by the Middle East countries. 

 

In the last five years the Middle East countries’ share on imports were recorded 

to be 29%. In the terms of 2012-2016 the Middle East’s gun import has increased 

about 86%. Saudi Arabia is the second biggest gun importer. The biggest gun importer 

was recorded as India. 

 



Saudi Arabia has spent 50 billion dollars on weaponization. And United Arab 

Emirates has spent 18 billion dollars. Israel and Iran’s deffence budget were recorded 

to be 14 billion dollars. 

 

Turkey is in the top 5 by spending 11 billion dollars on weapons. Oman and 

Iraq by spending 9 billion, Kuwait with 7 billion, Qatar with 5 billion are in the top 10. 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

 

1967: 

 As Israel has been recorded to be the first importer/buyer of the WMDs in the 

Middle East. According to a report in 2013, Israel , for the first time, bought a nuclear 

weapon in 1967. This huge step of the Israel government started the ongoing conflict, 

combating weaponization in the Middle East.

 
 

1967 June:  

 At the same year that the Israel started to buy WMD. The Third Arab-Israel 

War (Six-Day War) between Israel and Egypt, Syria and Jordan occured. The citizens 

in the Middle East are afraid of the same threat.  

 

2012-2016: 

  The biggest percentage increase of the trades of  WMDs in the Middle East 

was recorded as %86 in the terms of 2012-2016. 

 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

 

1- Signing an agreement with the Middle East governments 

                  Signing an agreement, that has clauses which avoid using nuclear weapons 

and other WMDs, with the Middle East governments may be a measure in order to 

prevent a war that may arise. In doing so, the governments who have spent billions of 



dollars on WMDs or other weapons may discourage increasing the amount of WMDs 

and such other weapons, because they are not going to be able to use them in a war 

situation.                                               

 

2- Encouraging the weapon companies to increase the prices 

                     Increasing the prices could be a benefitial and an efficient  measure for 

the companies and the people in the region. Since the amount of the WMDs and other 

weapons’ sales are on the top, increasing the prices would discourage the governments 

because they cannot risk an economic crisis or a problem.  

 

3- Urging the countries to cooperate with the Arms Trade Treaty to avoid more 

trades of weapons in the region 

                              First of all, every country needs an army, but using WMDs could 

create biological problems, conflicts. Since Arms Trade Treaty can regulate the trades 

of weapons and the WMDs, cooperating with ATT may solve the issue. Because 

avoiding more trades of WMDs in the region may be an important step in order to 

solve the issue 

 

4- Creating a WMD-Free Zone in the Middle East 
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